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Chamber Choir Shines at the Sun

By: Ryan Turney

 It seemed too good to be true 
when choir teacher Mr. Cushing first 
received an email from Hayley Williams’ 
agent about singing with the famous 
rock band Paramore at Mohegan Sun. 
The choir was asked to add vocals to 
“Ain’t It Fun” for Paramore’s Self-Titled 
Tour concert on Sunday, November 17th.  
This miracle became a reality when 
Mr. Cushing gladly accepted with full 
confidence and what he described as “pure 
elation”. He had no other way to describe 
it because he believed this was his chance 
to prove to everyone what the choir had 
to offer. Senior Nicole Anderson, an alto 
in chamber choir, said “The best part 
about singing on stage with Paramore was 
looking out into the audience and seeing 
everyone cheer us on. We felt so alive.”
 The chamber choir wore red choir 
gowns and jammed in front of a massive 
crowd. Junior Emily Horton attended the 
concert and remarked, “I thought they did 
really well and it was cool because I know 
them.” Horton agrees with Anderson, 

“Everyone cheered for them, which was 
awesome.”
 Mr. Cushing said when the choir 
met Paramore, at first it was very exciting, 
but after the “initial rush, the choir was 
professional and then thanked them.” 
The guitarist for Paramore, Taylor York, 
provided the choir with encouragement 
and support. “He was good about making 
them feel comfortable,” Cushing said.
 Paramore has won numerous 
MTV Music Awards, Kerrang! Awards, 
Favorite Rock Band for People’s Choice 
Awards in 2010 and 2011 and many Teen 
Choice Awards beginning in 2008 all the 
way through 2013. Their self-titled album 
released this past spring was described 
as “unquestionably the group’s most 
sonically varied and ambitious offering 
yet,” according to music reviewer Patrick 
Bowman from idolator.com.

Mr. Cushing leads the choir through practice.                    photo by: Kristen Lemieux

Look to the Rose
By: Helena Sun
 Senior Jeffrey Cregeur continues 
to hit high notes in his high school career. 
One of his compositions, Look to the 
Rose, was sung by Voce, a professional 
chamber group, for their November 16th 
East Meets West concert in Hartford. 
“[They] brought the piece to life, the way 
I imagined it to be. It was a trustworthy 
group whom I knew would do justice to 
my piece,” Cregeur said. “Voce allowed 
other people, who appreciate the kind of 
music I do, to hear my work. One guy 
asked me to write to Morten Lauridsen, 
one of my inspirations, and see what he 
thinks of my piece. Another lady wants 
her choir to perform my piece.” Numerous 
members of Voce told Cregeur they truly 
enjoyed performing Look to the Rose. 
Ms. Walsh, English teacher and drama 
director, attended the concert and said, “It 
was breathtaking. I just can’t wait to see 
his future.”
 Last year, Cregeur composed The 
Way of the Righteous and the Wicked for 
chamber choir to perform. The ensemble 
brought home Best Overall Choir from 
the World Heritage Music Festival 
in Annapolis, Maryland. The music 
department will debut another piece 
written by Cregeur for the spring concert. 
It is entitled Moon of My Delight, and this 
time, Cregeur fuses the beauties of choral 
and instrumental arrangements.
 Voce’s Hartford concert also 
featured works by Eric Whitacre, Morten 
Lauridsen, Aaron Copland, and more. 
Voce has been described as having 
“tender warmth, exquisite nuance, and 
enduring spirit” by the American Record 
Guide. Mark Singleton serves as artistic 
director of the group. Cregeur’s Look to 
the Rose is the first work Singleton has 
ever added to the choir’s performance that 
was written by a high school composer. 
Fans of Cregeur can listen to more of his 
compositions on Youtube.
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MHS SPORTS
Crowley Sets Records

By: Allison Kronk

 Jeremiah Crowley, MHS senior, 
set the state single-game rushing record 
September 27, with 526 yards on 37 
carries during the Stonington game. The 
former record was set exactly six years 
before by Alex Thomas, of Ansonia, with 
518 yards. Indians beat Stonington that 
night 49-37; 7 of these touchdowns were 
scored by Crowley. In the same game, 
he also beat the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) record of 427 yards 
that was previously set by New London’s 
Jamal Johnson in October, 1988. Even 
with pain in his knee from an early hit in 
the game, it is clear that he gave it his all. 
“Nothing was going to take me out except 
an ambulance,” Crowley joked.  He 
learned from an early age that you need 
to fight through the pain to get what you 
want. He proved that even when not in 
perfect condition he is a great athlete and 
that this record is not only a coincidence. 
 “It means a lot to me to be number 
one in the state, I really wasn’t expecting 
it,” says Crowley. He has worked hard 

the past four years, but he admits that he 
couldn’t have done it without his team 
right there next to him. Thomas Crowley, 
who passed away Jeremiah’s freshman 
year and is Jeremiah’s motivation, would 
be proud to see his son wearing his old 
jersey number that night.  As reported by 
The Day, Crowley says, “It’s still a huge 
shock to me. I had no idea I had any of 
this in me. Every time I step on the field 
I think of my dad. I know he never wants 
me to give up on my team”
 Along with being featured 
in The Day and Norwich Bulletin, he 
also appeared in Sports Illustrated. He 
was later nominated as Buffalo Wild 
Wings Athlete of the Week and Eastern 
Connecticut Conference Athlete of the 
Month in September of this year. Crowley 
continues to be the talk of the state, and 
plans on making his team, family and 
himself proud throughout the next few 
years and maybe even past a college 
career. 

Crowley runs through a Fitch defender.                    photo by: Alex Winakor

Road to States   
By: Allison Kronk and Staff Editor
 This year’s girls’ soccer team 
made great strides during the season. The 
girls set numerous goals in the beginning 
of the season and accomplished the 
majority of them, including making the 
Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) 
and the Connecticut State Conference.
 On October 28, MHS girls played 
their ECC game against Woodstock and 
took a hard loss, losing 4-1. The only goal 
for Montville was scored by freshman 
Madeline Campbell. “Our team has found 
a style of play this year. We worked 
hard to prove it to other teams that we 
can compete with the best, and I feel we 
accomplished that… We will work hard 
to compete in the state tournament on 
Monday (Nov. 4th) and prove we are still 
a great team after a tough loss like that,” 
stated senior Emily Irwin. Good news 
came after the game when two Montville 
seniors, Emily Irwin and Abby McAdams, 
won All ECC. Senior Paige Skinner won 
the Sportsmanship Award.
 The girls went into the Connecticut 
State Conference on November 4 ranked 
17th against the 16th placed Weston. The 
game ended 5-1. Once again, Campbell 
scored the lone goal from 20 yards away. 
Junior goalkeeper Stefanie Szot ended 
with 15 saves. 
 “Our strong leadership from 
senior captains Abigail McAdams and 
Paige Skinner, along with senior Emily 
Irwin and the rest of our 13 upperclassmen 
helped the girls work together, work hard, 
and work for a common goal,” said Coach 
Parady. The girls are losing four great 
players but are confident that next year 
will be another solid year with 11 senior 
players. They believe that they will go 
farther in these two tournaments next 
season.
 Although the season is over and 
things did not end as planned, the girls 
fought hard this year and ended with an 
8-7-2 overall record.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Marquesia Holts and Caitlin Marsh
 For every high school student 
being accepted into college is a proud 
moment, but for senior Cassidy Bundy it 
is one she will never forget. Surrounded by 
MHS staff, teammates, and family Bundy 
proudly sat at the head of the room flanked 
by her teary eyed mother and sister, as she 
prepared to accept a full scholarship to the 
University of Hartford, where she will be 
playing Division 1 women’s basketball 
for Coach Jennifer Rizzotti. Kind words 
were exchanged in Bundy’s honor from 
Principal Theodoss and Athletic Director 
Walter Sherwin.
 “Getting a full scholarship has 
an equivalency of getting half a million 
dollar,.” said Mr.Wainwright, girls’ 
basketball coach, who was full of pride 
for his senior player. 
 Bundy will be not be the first MHS 

The Shot of a Lifetime

student to be attending The University 
for women’s basketball. Second only to 
Nikkia Smith, Bundy was assisted with 
the hefty decision by Smith, who only 
had good words to say about the school. 
When asked if she wanted to go pro, 
Bundy smugly proclaimed, “Of course.”
 Aside from playing basketball 
at the University, Bundy plans to 
attend school for telecommunications 
and broadcasting. She says she loves 
talking and feels that it’s a great way to 
stay connected with sports when she no 
longer plays.
 Bundy, a two time medium 
division ECC all-star, and member of 
The Day’s All Area Team last year, is 
a role model for all aspiring student- 
athletes, and just goes to show that with 
determination nothing is impossible. 

Bundy has big plans for her future, and 
with the path that she is on, she will find 
success in whatever she does.

By: Stefanie Szot

 The MHS boys’ soccer team had 
another successful season by making 
Eastern Connecticut Conference (ECC) 
and the CIAC State Tournament. Their 
first round ECC game against East Lyme 
was held on October 28th. It was a tough 
match but East Lyme seemed to outwork 
the boys. The game ended 1-0, East 
Lyme. The bright spot for the team that 
day was when  junior goalkeeper Cory 
Meigs earned Man of the Match from 
Coach Colin Delaney. They then went on 
to their first round of the state tournament 
against Saint Joseph on November 5th. It 
was a physical game with Keith Stronach 
breaking his nose and Josh Handler 
needing stitches. Senior Stephen Rogers 
was able to score two goals for Montville 
and the game ended 2-0 with assists 
by Handler and Thomas McDaniel. 

A Kicking Season

They continued to the second round and 
played Sheehan. Once again, Rogers 
scored the two goals for the team and 
they defeated Sheehan 2-0; assist from 
Nicholas Strecker. The boys went to the 
quarterfinals for the fourth consecutive 
year and played Ellington. They lost 3-0 
and ended the season 14-6-0. The seniors 
Gabe Diaz, Strecker, Rohan Parekh and 
Rogers are graduating with the most wins 
over four years of any senior class with a 
record of 69-16-1.
 Diaz, Strecker and Handler were 
given the honor of being named All-ECC 
First Team. Parekh, McDaniel and Meigs 
were named All-ECC Second Team. 
The All-ECC Sportsmanship Award was 
given to Rogers. Diaz and Strecker were 
also selected for the 2013 CSCA Senior 
Bowl to represent the region in a match 

at Middletown High School on November 
17th.
 Looking back on this season, the 
team could not have been any prouder than 
they are now. When McDaniel was asked 
to reflect on the season he stated, “I would 
say we had a heck of a ride and I wouldn’t 
have wanted to do it with anyone other 
than that group of boys. It sounds cliché, 
but when I think of them, I think of family 
because that is what we are.” Because the 
team is so close to one another, they are 
able to connect all of their individual skills 
and combine them to make one cohesive 
team. Meigs also commented and said, “I 
think we really surprised people this year. 
Not many thought we would make it as far 
as we did. It’s great to show people what 
we can do.”

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Celebrating Life with Day of the Dead

By: Natalie Smith

 Students in Ceramics 1 and 
Spanish 3 celebrated Dia De los Muertos, 
or Day of the Dead, by making ceramic 
tiles honoring a deceased celebrity or 
historical figure. Tiles adorn skeletons and 
skulls, or “Calaveras”, which represent the 
figure as well as a quote or an object that 
embodies that person. Anne Frank, John 
Lennon, Walt Disney, Albert Einstein and 
Cory Monteith were some of the students’ 
choices.
 Dia de los Muertos is a traditional 
Hispanic holiday to honor those who 
have passed away. It is held annually on 
November 1st and 2nd, All Saints Day and 
All Souls Day. People visit the cemetery 
and decorate the graves of lost loved ones. 
It is not, however, a sad day. People bring 
food their loved ones enjoyed and make it 
a party. People dress up as skeletons and 
roam the streets, bringing everyone to the 
party. Special food such as sugar skulls, 
pan de muerto, a special bread, and mole, 
a spicy chocolate sauce, is made to honor 
and celebrate the dead. Hispanics choose 

to celebrate life rather than death. 
On the first day, the souls of children 
come. On the second day, all of the other 
souls come to visit those who are still 
alive. To bring the souls to themselves, 
Hispanics set up an altar either at their 
homes or in the cemetery adorned with 
flowers, the best fruits of the season and 
incense. Family members are expectant to 
receive a visit. 
 The tiles made at MHS do 
something similar to what is done in the 
Hispanic culture. Tiles honor and celebrate 
the lives of celebrities and historical 
figures that have died. They were placed 
on an altar in the ceramics room and Mrs. 
Clifford’s room during this time. Students 
in both Spanish and Ceramics celebrated 
Dia de los Muertos with their tiles by 
having a fiesta or party. Students held a 
celebration of life rather than death. 

Remaking the 
Remakes
By: Caitlin Marsh
 Taking on such distinguished 
writers as Shakespeare and Stephen King 
seems to have been the wrong choice 
for directors Carlo Carlei and Kimberly 
Peirce. The big decision to remake a 
classic like Romeo and Juliet or Carrie 
bore a heavy weight on the shoulders of 
these directors, and both seem to have 
been crushed underneath it. According to 
numerous film reviews, the 2013 versions 
of these films did not live up to their 
originals or other remakes.
 Regardless of whether or not the 
films are actually worth seeing, both cast 
and crew face heavy judgment for the 
sole fact of their being remakes. Fans’ 
criticisms seem to come from the idea that 
the originals cannot be outdone and their 
opinions are hard to sway, especially if 
Romeo and Juliet or Carrie happened to 
be their favorite movie.
 In the eyes of film critics, Romeo 
and Juliet and Carrie were not up to 
par with their past versions, and scored 
significantly less on the five star scale. 
According to RogerEbert.com, Romeo 
and Juliet only deserves two and a half 
stars, while Carrie only gets three.  The 
critic site states that Romeo and Juliet was 
a “muddled and dumbed down version of 
one of the greatest love stories ever told.” 
Also, according to Joel Talks Movies, 
when talking about Carrie, “Kimberly 
Peirce’s retelling is lazy; losing its sense 
of purpose while running through the 
motions we’re all too familiar with.” 
 Critics believe that both films are 
more strained than inspired, they don’t 
believe that anything new or impressively 
creative was added to either film. Romeo 
and Juliet, they say, strays away from 
its poetic beauty, and Carrie glamorizes 
what had been one of 1976’s most chilling 
horror films.

Josh Favret with Day of the Dead tile.           photo by: Alex Winakor
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By: Marquesia Holts
 Ishmael, written by Daniel Quinn 
and published in 1992, is a philosophical 
book that won the Turner Tomorrow 
Fellowship Award. Quinn starts the book 
by having the nameless narrator read a 
newspaper ad that says, “Teacher seeks 
pupil. Must have an earnest desire to 
save the world. Apply in person.” When 
arriving at the address, the narrator 
walks into a room that only contains 
a gorilla who calls himself Ishmael. 
Through telepathy, Ishmael teaches the 
narrator the different lives of Takers 
(our civilization) and Leavers (hunter-
gatherers) through religious stories and 
hypothetical scenarios. Ishmael passes 
on his knowledge to the narrator in order 
to spread it and save the world. Quinn 
ends the book with Ishmael dying of 
pneumonia and leaving his pupil with 

Ishmael Book Review-Spoiler Alert!

a parting message, “WITH GORILLA 
GONE, WILL THERE BE HOPE FOR 
MAN?”
 Most critics have written positive 
reviews of Ishmael such as, “From now 
on I will divide the books I have read 
into two categories- the ones I have read 
before Ishmael and those read after,” 
from Jim Britell in Whole Earth Review. 
The Washington Post said, “[Quinn] 
Erntrap[s] us in the dialog itself…and 
before we’re halfway through this slim 
book we’re lost, we’re in his grip, we 
want Ishmael to teach us how to save 
the planet from ourselves. We want to 
change our lives.” Ishmael is followed 
by My Ishmael, where the narrator is not 
the only one who responds to Ishmael’s 
ad, but also a a twelve-year-old girl, Julie 
Gerchak. Ishmael does not provide much 

of an emotional punch, but the intellectual 
knowledge churns the mind of the reader 
with extensive Q&A passages. As Kirkus 
puts it, “…both Socrates and King Kong 
might be pleased.”

By: Ryan Turney

 Captain Phillips, directed by Paul 
Greengrass, is an action packed thriller 
that will have viewers on the edge of their 
seats for the entire 134 minutes. Based on 
the true events of the pirate kidnapping of 
the Maersk Alabama, this movie enacts 
the hijacking of the ship off the coast 
of Somalia. The Maersk Alabama was 
carrying thousands of pounds of aid for 
people in Kenya. What many may not 
know about the attack is that this was the 
first flagged U.S. ship to be hijacked in 
two centuries. The four Somalian pirates 
planned to quickly rob the ship of all the 
money on board. Their original intentions 
did not include physically hurting the 
crew, but along the way this changed. 
 After boarding the ship, the 
pirates feel compelled to go to a Plan B. 
At this point, they steal a lifeboat and 

Film of the Year: Captain Phillips

kidnap the captain. By doing this, they 
create a situation that now involves the 
U.S. government.  The calm and cool 
thinking of both the captain and the crew 
keep the situation from escalating into a 
massacre. The pirates show constant focus 
on the task at hand throughout the whole 
film, which causes the entire crew to act 
on their feet.
 This movie depicts the real life 
event in detail with no low points. At 
every turn, there is a shift in the plot 
that keeps the viewer wanting more. The 
rapidly changing conditions keep the 
film from becoming predictable. Tom 
Hanks plays the main character, Captain 
Richard Phillips, of the Maersk Alabama. 
His portrayal is so believable it is almost 
like watching the real life situation of the 
event that occurred 4 years ago. Hanks’ 

stardom and famed definitely give the film 
the credibility it has today. His presence 
opens up the film to an audience that may 
not be have been interested.
 At the end of the movie, the plot 
will completely blindside anyone that 
this actually happened in real life. It is 
unbelievable that this situation happened.
The film shows the struggle between a 
murderous group of pirates that went 
head on against the U.S. navy. It not 
only brings audiences pure enjoyment 
and interaction, but also brings with 
it the feeling of accomplishment and 
self-determination that Captain Phillips 
demonstrates throughout the movie. The 
scene set up in this movie is an epic one 
to say the least, and Tom Hanks plays the 
role to perfection. 

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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OPINION
Christmas Too Soon?

By: Natalie Smith

 Christmas seems to come earlier 
and earlier each year and the retailers 
just keep making it that way.  As stocks 
plummet, retailers try to grab shoppers 
with great deals on presents even before 
Black Friday. Amazon had a week of 
Black Friday deals this year, and stores 
opened Thanksgiving morning, closed for 
the afternoon, and reopened at 8 pm. Kohls 
shoppers could shop the Black Friday sale 
online the Tuesday before. Television 
networks participated too; ABC Family 
had a countdown to the countdown of the 
25 Days ‘Til Christmas. 
 Christmas displays in stores 
went up early as well. At the Dollar Tree 
there were wreaths next to the Halloween 
decorations in October. I love Christmas, 
but there is a time and a place, and it’s not 
in October or November before Halloween 
and Thanksgiving. Christmas belongs in 
December when it is celebrated. 
 Society is so materialistic that 
people cannot go one second without 
worrying what to buy next, including 

Christmas presents. This causes heavy 
stress that does not need to begin earlier 
each year. You may be wondering why 
retailers are trying to participate in this 
madness that some call “Christmas Creep” 
and why is it especially bad this year. 
Well, many retailers are trying to win back 
shoppers with low incomes by offering 
layaway programs that begin during the 
summer. Kmart’s ad for layaway appeared 
106 days before Christmas. This, coupled 
with late Thanksgiving and Black 
Friday ads, means there is an especially 
short season this year. There is also no 
presidential election, giving retailers the 
airwaves. Some people also need some 
holiday cheer. Many bad things happen 
to people and they need to focus on 
something that is happy like giving a gift. 
 There are good reasons for 
Christmas coming early, but they are 
not good enough. Christmas belongs 
in December when it celebrated, not 
clogging up all of the other fall holidays. 

Community College
By: Helena Sun
 The deadline for turning in 
applications is nearing. The prospect of 
attending community college was perhaps 
once viewed as a last resort, but the price 
for pursuing education beyond high 
school is dramatically increasing. Junior 
Adrienne Foret says attending community 
college, “is smart because you save 
money and get your basic courses out of 
the way. I don’t think I’d enjoy it but it’s 
a good financial decision.” According to 
College Board, the cost for attending a 
public four-year-college has risen 27% 
beyond inflation in the past five years. 
The higher costs in tuition are reflecting in 
student debt too. CNN Money calculated 
that the Class of 2013 graduates average 
$35,200 in debt. In 2007, the total student 
debt averaged $550 billion, which jumped 
to $1 trillion in 2013.
 Another benefit to attending a 
local community college is that credits 
earned in high school may easily transfer. 
Students are consistently told to take 
ECE and AP courses to possibly receive 
credit for college. The passing standard 
score of a 3, however, is being less and 
less accepted by out of state colleges. But 
most community colleges, such as Three 
Rivers, will accept those credits. This 
tactic easily saves money in the long run.
The other benefit is being able to easily 
commute from home to school. This 
saves money because there are no room 
and board fees (unless Mom and Dad 
charges). College Board stated that for 
2012-2013, the average cost for room and 
board was $9,205 for four-year public 
schools and $10,462 for private schools. 
Most colleges require a mandatory meal 
plan for freshman, which can total to 
more than $2,000 per year. At home, most 
parents won’t charge their kids for eating 
dinner with them.
 With the exponential growth of 
college fees, community college may 
prove to be the better choice after all.

Santa’s chair awaits at the Crystal Mall                 photo by: Kristen Lemieux
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By: Marquesia Holts
 Before we got to the point of 
dating, it was always expected for the guy 
to pay. Now that most of us are there and 
actually dating, we see that is not the case. 
I think girls should split the bill, or at least 
pay for themselves, especially if you are 
as independent as I am.  I cannot imagine 
going on several dates and waiting for the 
guy to dig in his wallet and pay for our 
date. I would rather have my purse and 
wallet and prepared to pay for him and 
me. I work; the least that I could do is pay 
for a date. He would go broke if we were 
going out once a week and I expected him 
to pay for everything on a date.
 If you have a true gentleman and 
he insists, let him. Don’t sit at the dinner 
table and argue over who is paying for 
what. Taking turns for who pays is a more 
effective process. Even if you go out, and 

He Pay, She Pay

you know your guy pays, the least the 
girl should do is have a wallet with actual 
money in it, or be prepared to maybe pay 
the tip. 
            The opinion on who should pay 
is wide ranged. A lot of what teenagers 
believe now come from values taught 
and instilled by parents. Senior Matt Vela 
believes that because he is the male, he 
should provide. That is how he was raised 
and that is what should be done.  “The guy 
should at least pay for the first date! It’s 
what society expects.”  Some guys enjoy 
spoiling their lady friends, but fear getting 
used as well. Senior Marissa Zimmerman, 
however, says, “The first few dates are his, 
and then later the girl could do something 
nice for him and switch it up and pay.” 
There is no right answer to who should 
pay. Every couple is different, and it’s up 

to you to develop your own system that is 
fair and works for you. 

By: Stefanie Szot

 From October 1st to 16th, the 
United States government endured its 
third longest government shut down in 
history. 800,000 people were furloughed, 
or on temporary leave, and 1.3 million 
were required to continue work with 
unknown payment dates. This happened 
when Congress could not agree upon 
an appropriations act for the fiscal year 
(budget year) 2014. The main reason 
for the disagreement was the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, 
commonly known as “Obamacare”. 
Many amended resolutions were created 
but none were agreed on. On September 
30th, a compromised bill was never made, 
causing the government to shut down 
because there were no appropriate funds 
for the following year. Then, on October 
1st, the Affordable Care Act took effect; 

Government Shutdown  

it was funded by the mandatory spending 
but it was not affected. On October 
16, Congress passed the Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2014, which the 
President signed October 17th. This ended 
the government shutdown and suspended 
the debt limit until February 7, 2014.
 Three weeks after the shutdown, 
hundreds of federal employees who 
worked through the shutdown without 
pay have started a lawsuit against the 
government for having their paychecks 
withheld. They claim that the government 
broke the Fair Labor Standards Act. It was 
started by five employees of the Bureau 
of Prisons (BOP) and others joined after. 
Donald Martin, a worker for BOP, said in 
the Huffington Post, “It is fundamentally 
unfair for us to work without pay, because 
we have bills, we have families, and we 

need to put food on the table.” This lawsuit 
could have the shutdown costing even 
more with workers seeking pay for the 
violation. There are millions of potential 
plaintiffs who had to work through the 
shutdown. There are also people like 
Iowa Republican Ted Cruz who claim 
that the shutdown was worth it because it 
got people talking. Cruz said to 600 Iowa 
Republicans at a GOP fundraising dinner, 
“One of the things we accomplished in the 
fight over Obamacare is that we elevated 
the national debate over what a disaster, 
what a train wreck, how much Obamacare 
is hurting millions of Americans across 
the country.” Now that the shutdown is 
over, Office of Management and Budget 
Director Sylvia Burwell says that this 
shutdown, like others, has been studied so 
it will not happen in the future.

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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LIFE
Pennies for Pediatrics

By: Caitlin Marsh

 “An apple a day may keep the 
doctor far and away, but the pennies from 
a jar will provide sick kids with an “apple” 
just for play!”
 The Montville Youth Action 
Council (YAC) from the Montville Youth 
Service Bureau (MYSB) will be hosting 
their eighth annual penny drive from 
October to April 2014 to help benefit 
the Lawrence and Memorial Hospital 
Pediatric Services. All donations are 
appreciated and will be put towards two 
Apple ipads for sick children to use during 
their hospital stay. The penny drive has 
been a huge success in past years and is a 
great way for the community to donate to 
a good cause without breaking the bank.
 The YAC program is a group of 
Montville students ages 13 to 18,  parents 
and graduated students who love to help 
and come together to perform community 
service projects to benefit the community 
and neighboring towns. The group has 
done things such as sending holiday cards 
to soldiers in Iraq and the stocking drive 

to benefit underprivileged families during 
the Christmas season. The students have 
participated in numerous volunteer events 
such as Trick or Trunk held at Tyl Middle 
School. The YAC club has raised money 
for Habitat for Humanity, Hurricane 
Katrina relief efforts, the Children’s 
hospital, tornado relief efforts and the oil 
spill clean-up. The group hopes to have 
another successful year of helping make 
our community a better place to be.
 Numerous penny jars can be found 
at the Montville Youth Center located 
at 289 Route 32 or in several buildings 
throughout town. Feel free to call MYSB’s 
Program Director Barbara Lockhart or 
Program Coordinator Kim Grantat (860) 
848-7724 with any further questions.You 
can get additional information at http://
www.montvilleyouth.org, and remember, 
any amount makes a difference in the life 
of a child.

Last Year of Haunted 
Hayride?
By: Natalie Smith
 The annual Haunted Hayride 
held by the Oakdale Fire Department 
and Rol Haven Farms occurs every fall. 
The last three weekends in October are 
dedicated to horse drawn carriage rides 
with a Halloween twist. They are held 
in the woods behind the Oakdale Fire 
Department. Every year, several groups, 
including the MHS and East Lyme drama 
clubs, volunteer to dress up and scare the 
hayride passengers. Students dress up in 
costumes and attempt to scare passengers. 
They jump out at them from coffins and 
behind gravestones, jump on the carts, 
and use startling mechanical noises like a 
revving chainsaw.
 The future of the hayride seems 
uncertain now as recent plans were 
approved to build a Subway and Dunkin 
Donuts in the location that Oakdale Pizza 
burned down. Although advantageous 
for the residents in the surrounding 
area, it is not beneficial for the Haunted 
Hayride. The storage in the back of the 
new buildings will block the hayride 
exit. This means that 2013 will be the 
last year for the haunted hayride unless 
major work is done to reroute the trail 
around the blockage or the building plans 
get changed. Numerous people are upset 
about this and boycotted the homecoming 
dance in order to go to or volunteer at the 
hayrides. As one of only two horse drawn 
hayrides in New England, the haunted 
hayrides remain as an important part of the 
Montville community. Many students and 
other members of the community enjoy 
going to and volunteering at the hayrides.  
Senior Melissa Truex said, “Almost 
everyone I’ve talked to said that they are 
going to the haunted hayride instead of 
the homecoming dance. It is so much fun 
scaring people and hanging with friends 
by the fire.”
 Students at MHS hope to continue 
the tradition of bringing Halloween 
delight to the entire community. 

YAC members at a charity car wash.             photo courtesy of the YAC
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By: Alex Winakor
 Photography is a communication 
tool and a form of artistic expression. 
In a compelling article by National 
Geographic, it was said, “Photographers 
use their cameras as tools of exploration, 
passports to inner sanctums, instruments 
for change” ( The Power of Photography). 
 The Chieftain staff needs creative 
individuals with an eye for capturing 
the moment. Photojournalism is more 
than taking photographs. It’s a way of 
telling a story and a method of taking 
an event and exposing it from the inside 
out, showcasing it in a way many people 
have yet to see. Photos for the Chieftain, 
although not life altering at a global level, 
are vital for capturing life at MHS from 
a students’ perspective. Our staff strives 
for professionalism both in writing and 
the images we publish. Of course, an 

This is Your Shot

incoming photographer does not need 
to be destined for photographic fame, 
but must rather possess the ability to 
differentiate between a visually appealing 
photo to one not worthy of a second 
look. As staff photographer and editor, I 
will be reviewing past work of potential 
photographers to validate your ability to 
produce quality images in the future.
Today, it seems as though “good” 
photojournalism, the perfect candid 
moment, is being swept off in a constant 
stream of posed self-portraits and work 
from cell phone photo connoisseurs. The 
true essence of documenting through 
photos, however, is the experience; the 
opportunity to reveal the unseen and 
capture the decisive moment that may 
otherwise be forgotten. Photography is 
equal parts technicalities and the abilty to 

see things differently; not just anyone  can 
do it. Stop by Room 304 for details.

By: Natalie Smith

 Bitcoins are the newest currency. 
They live in a virtual world causing their 
value to fluctuate greatly. Over the past 
month, the price of a bitcoin was quoted 
between $190 and $900 by Mt. Cox, a 
leading exchange agent. People have 
become interested in mining bitcoins 
because of their high value. Mining 
coins involves solving a mathematical 
algorithm that gets increasingly difficult 
over time, making it harder to add to the 
store of bitcoins. This mirrors how it’s 
harder to add to the world reserve of gold 
as time goes on. There will never be more 
than 21 million bitcoins meaning that they 
are expected to be mined by 2140. 
 Bitcoins are real currency and can 
be used to buy certain items online. They 
do not have value outside the internet 
or  placed on them by the government. 

A Bit of Money

Bitcoins are not under the control of any 
authority, only the algorithm and what 
people believe they should be worth. 
Since nothing governs them, they were 
used as payment on Silk Road, an online 
store where criminals sold drugs, guns, 
and other illegal goods and services. Silk 
Road has since been shut down by the 
FBI, giving bitcoins a bad reputation.
 The beginnings of bitcoins are 
elusive. They were invented in 2008 by 
an unknown number of programmers 
under the pen name Satoshi Nakamoto. 
The identity of the inventors is still 
unknown. The purpose of bitcoins is 
to create a system of money outside 
the existing financial system. 
Bitcoins are in encrypted online 
accounts that can be transferred 
at any moment to anywhere in the 

world for the price of a 10 minute delay. 
Transferring money is the best way to 
use bitcoins now. Bitcoins provide quick 
international transfers that, if done quick 
ly enough, do not fluctuate in value. This 
alternative mode of transferring money 
may cause traditional banks to modernize 
and quicken their policies. 
 Bitcoins wish to become a 
legitimate financial institution so in the 
future they will not be used for criminal 
activity. Bitcoins are growing fast but it 

will take a while, if ever, for 
them to rival the US dollar 
because $1.2 trillion is 
certainly more than $9 
billion in bitcoin value. 

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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 “March on Montville”

By: Lacia Japp

 There was a protest hosted on 
the Montville High School track on 
Tuesday, October 22 as members of the 
International Club, Friends of Rachel 
Club, and Environmental Club walked to 
raise awareness of world issues.  Anyone 
interested was invited to join the student 
reenactment of the March on Washington 
to show support for any cause of their 
choice.  Groups of friends got together 
with signs while other individuals 
raised their voice alone.  “Equality,” 
“Tolerance,” “Justice” and “Acceptance” 
were promoted, but some of society’s 
more specific problems were targeted 
as well.  Students walked with banners 
calling for “Free Tibet,” “Gay Rights” and 
“Child Labor Laws,” showing concern for 
movements happening in the world right 
now.  The ideas of “World Peace” and 
“Tolerance for Special Needs” paraded 
around the track to help showcase the 
hopes and dreams Montville kids want to 
strive for.
 Julie Perry, Holly Pierce, and 

Jennifer Gregory coordinated this “March 
on Montville” after being inspired by 
pictures of another school’s march for 
tolerance, sponsored by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. Pierce notes, “I 
initially decided that this would be a great 
activity to raise awareness in the school 
of the mission of Friends of Rachel:  look 
for the best in others, dream big, choose 
positive influences, speak with kindness, 
and start your own chain reaction.”
 Friends of Rachel started the 
movement, but students from International 
Club wanted to make a statement about 
political issues and poverty in their 
home countries and it was a chance 
to bring attention to Environmental 
Justice as well.  According to Pierce, 
“Environmental Justice calls for poverty 
reduction because impoverished people 
are inordinately affected by air, water, and 
waste production.”  With 25 participants, 
the “March on Montville” was able to 
bring attention to this cause and many 
worthy others.

Don’y Be Too Bored to 
Look at the Board
By: Marquesia Holts
 Lately, there has been a buzz about 
searching for jobs. Students are filling 
out applications and do not know where 
to start. There is a ‘Job Board’ outside of 
room 416 that is updated and comprised of 
paid jobs, internships and job shadowing 
opportunities. An internship is a non-paid, 
structured work experience. Students 
are at the work site 2-3 times per week, 
for approximately 3 hours per visit for 
nineteen weeks. Senior internship allows 
people to get hands on experience. The 
program is beneficial for the employer 
and employee. Students are able to receive 
course credit and bring fresh ideas to the 
employer’s organization, which helps the 
employer.  Students also gain a mentor 
which is essential to any job opportunity. 
The relationship between mentor and 
mentee opens many doors for future 
employment. The program has many 
sponsors to add to how... Job shadowing 
is where someone spends a half day or a 
full day at an employer’s office. The day 
depends on the site. Job shadowing gives 
someone the chance to explore careers 
that are interesting. Students may contact 
their guidance counselors to apply.
 Mrs. Knight personally contacts 
employers to place students for internships 
and job shadowing opportunities. Mrs. 
Knight has been at Montville High School 
for almost four years now. 
 While Knight goes to great 
lengths to employ students, she rarely 
gets feedback on her efforts, “I update the 
board weekly, but no one lets me know if 
they have been employed.”
 According to humanevents.com, 
the teenage employment rate this summer 
had dropped to 32.25%, compared to the 
year of 1999 when 52% of teens worked a 
summer job. The unemployment crisis for 
teenagers may not be as devastating as the 
numbers predict, though. Stop by the Job 
Board.

Students carry signs during the “March on Montville”.         photo by:Alex Winakor
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By: Meagan McAdams
 There is a queen walking 
among the masses and through the 
halls: junior, Adrienne Foret, who spent 
her Thanksgiving break in California 
at a national pageant. Foret has been 
competing in pageants for just over a 
year. The summer before her sophomore 
year, she received a letter from a pageant 
company asking her to try their system. 
She went to their information meeting and 
decided to try it. She has enjoyed pageants 
ever since. 
 For her national pageant there will 
be four parts. Volunteer service, which is 
10%, formal wear 30%, interview 30%, 
and personal introduction 30%. This 
pageant is so large that “there’s a whole 
stage, and choreography for an opening 
number and rehearsals, and spotlights and 
everything!” The pageant was streamed 

Royalty Among Us

online. There are chances for contestants 
to win scholarships and move on to bigger 
pageants such as Miss USA or Miss 
America.  This is Foret’s second time at 
this pageant. Foret’s awards in her pageant 
career include second runner up, first 
place volunteer service, second runner up 
photogenic, and Miss Connecticut. Foret 
is currently the 2013 National American 
Miss Connecticut Junior Teen. “I think 
pageants are a good way to boost one’s 
confidence. It helps girls, like Adrienne, 
work on their public speaking abilities. 
Pageants also allow other competitors 
to meet other pageant girls from across 
the country, and also give scholarship 
opportunities to the winners sometimes,” 
says junior Hannah Meyers, a friend of 
Foret. 
 Whether she is walking through 

the school hallways or across a stage to 
get her crown, Adrienne Foret “truly is a 
queen,” says junior Cory Meigs.

By: Caitlin Marsh

 MHS advisory is a half hour taken 
out of the regular bell schedule every 
other Wednesday in which all students, 
distributed randomly among faculty 
advisors, discuss what the state believes 
to be pressing and important topics such 
as college plans, time management and 
upcoming school events. Some students 
believe that advisory is time well spent 
while others disagree. Is advisory a useful 
block of time, or is it just a waste of class 
time?
 The original purpose of advisory 
was to create a bond between teacher 
and student and to introduce fellow 
students no matter how diverse the group 
of classmates may be. It was a place for 
students to get answers to questions or 
advice from a teacher whom they may 
not have a chance to meet with otherwise. 

Advisory- Students Speak Out

This “new advisory”, in which students 
must meet state mandated requirements 
including self-evaluations and recording 
completed advisory tasks in a log, seems 
to have students bored and uninterested, 
making them feel that they would rather 
be in class. It can be agreed that the 
responsibilities met in advisory may be 
useful to some, but they do not always 
meet the requirements of each student, 
and can leave them feeling unimportant 
or simply lost. Matt Vela, MHS senior, 
states, “I feel that the state tasks hinder the 
original intentions of advisory. It focuses 
less on the students and more on what 
looks good on paper.”
 Nick Keeney, also an MHS 
senior, feels that if the advisories had 
a wider variety of activity in an attempt 
to meet the needs of more students, then 

advisory would be worthwhile, whereas 
college plans or financial aid may not be 
relevant to students joining the military, 
and discussing academics or sports may 
be useless to students interested in the 
arts.
 Perhaps if advisory included 
some of the old aspects, such as class 
discussions and bonding, and some 
of the new, like college application 
reminders and information regarding 
MHS events and deadlines, then students 
and teachers would enjoy meeting instead 
of dreading which task they need to 
complete that block. Many students say 
that their advisories do not discuss these 
assignments because the “old advisory” 
was more enjoyable. It can be noted that 
2013- 2014 advisory is useful to some and 
irrelevant to others.
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By: Ryan Turney
 The Mystery Teacher for this issue 
loves the diversity of students throughout 
our school which allows her to have a 
positive outlook every day. Her favorite 
bands are Sublime, Tool, and Incubus. 
She attended her first concert at the age 
of 9, which was New Kids on the Block. 
Although she does not play an instrument, 
she loves the sound and complexity of the 
cello. This person grew up in Ledyard and 
graduated from Ledyard High School. 
She competed in Nationals for indoor 
track as a junior in high school for the 
Sprint Medley Relay Race. This person 
also holds the unbreakable record at 
Ledyard High School for the Ledyard 
Relays for shuttle hurdles. She said it is 
an unbreakable record because they don’t 
run it like they used to. This person didn’t 
move here until after 3rd grade because 

Guess the Teacher

she used to live in San Diego. This person 
loves all kinds of Mexican food and is 
not very fond of seafood whatsoever. Her 
favorite Ben & Jerry’s ice-cream flavor 
is peanut butter cup. She has a cat named 
Penguin. Her least favorite color is white 
“because it is so plain.”
 She also avidly believes in the 
use of technology that is offered in our 
society for school purposes. This person 
is currently getting her Master’s Degree 
in Educational Technology. She believes 
that the technology used in the community 
would be a great way to reach out to the 
current students at MHS. This teacher 
would love to live somewhere sunny and 
warm located on the beach when she is 
older. She would also like to travel around 
in the United Kingdom. Her dream car is 
the Tesla Model-X. 

By: Meagan McAdams

 Class of 2015, enjoy those 
last years of high school. Most college 
students will agree that high school goes 
by fast. To many juniors’ dismay, colleges 
are appearing at MHS for presentations, 
and college fairs. Colleges target juniors 
because applications are sent out during 
senior year.
 MHS offers many resources to 
help students find a college they like, apply 
to college, and apply for scholarships. 
Naviance has proved a helpful resource 
for college-making decisions. Naviance 
matches students with a list of colleges 
that the student would most likely be 
interested in and colleges that have 
accepted students with similar GPAs and 
test scores. “I don’t think I’ve ever used 
Naviance outside of school,” says junior 
Thomas McDaniel. Students created 

College at the Doorstep of Juniors

accounts during an advisory period, last 
year. Very few juniors admit they have 
used the website to its full potential; most 
have only done what they were told to do 
during school. There are, however, some 
students who find it to be helpful. Junior 
Kevin Dixon-Griggs uses Naviance often 
to see what colleges offer what he wants, 
and what colleges are best for him. 
 Junior Gerald Aquino admits that 
he feels unprepared for college. “There is 
no one telling you ‘oh this is what you have 
to do, this is what you need, this is what 
it’s like’,” says Aquino. Even teachers, 
such as Mr. Dawe, feel that high school 
does not prepare students for what college 
is actually like. “Here you have Mom and 
Dad telling you what to do and college 
is complete freedom. Kids go to college 
and fall on their faces because they aren’t 

prepared for that freedom,” says Dawe.
As far as classes go, MHS offers a variety 
of AP classes for students to experience 
a college level course and potentially 
receive college credit. Juniors taking AP 
classes for the first time find it to be a 
noticeable change from their sophomore 
classes. “AP classes are very challenging,” 
says Aquino. “AP English should not be a 
thing,” says McDaniel while doing his AP 
English homework.
 These classes are college level 
courses to help students get ahead on their 
college credits and give them a taste of 
what is expected after leaving Montville 
High. Juniors have a lot riding on this 
year, and admissions offices are watching 
closely. 

Last issue’s teacher; Dr. Phillips.
Photo by: Alex Winakor


